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(57) ABSTRACT

An image processing system and a method for object-tracing
are provided. The method includes: receiving a first wide field
of view image and a first narrow field of view image, and
determining a to-be-traced object therefrom and choosing
one image therefrom for serving as a first output image; using
an area size of the to-be-traced object in the first output image
as areference area; comparing the reference area with the area
sizes of the to-be-traced object from a second wide field of
view image and a second narrow field of view image respec-
tively so as to determine one of that as a main image, and
respectively zooming and deforming the main image and an
area corresponding to the other image, and then fusing a
zoomed and deformed second image as a second output
image.

9 Claims, 5 Drawing Sheets

First lens
module 10

Second lens
module 20

Imaging device 60

oo 21222324

Input unit
81

|
‘ Objeet-tracing unit 51 ‘

unit 40

Object-tracing selection

30

To-be-traced object

32 |
‘Fcaturc cxtraction unit m‘

l/\./70.71

fmage zooming and

distortion unit 80

| Reterence area 82 |

‘Tracing-feature
extraction unit 50

| First output image 41 |

f”73574

| Image fusing unit 90 |
25
| Displayunit 93 |




U.S. Patent Jul. 5, 2016 Sheet 1 of 5 US 9,386,229 B2

First lens Second lens Imaging device 60
module 10 module 20 -
~o11,12,13,14 (21222324
Input unit =
g1 | Object-tracing unit 51
Object-tracing selection ~—32 ‘
unit 40 Fcature extraction unit 70
To-be-traced object ~-70,71
30 Image zooming and

distortion unit 80
‘ Reference area 82

'Tracing-feature ‘ First output image 41 |
extraction unit 50
— ~73,74

‘ Image fusing unit 90 ‘
~_-25
‘ Display unit 93 ‘

FIG 1



U.S. Patent Jul. 5, 2016 Sheet 2 of 5 US 9,386,229 B2

30\\/\6 11

A O ~12
30— 71
73

30\\/—‘\
71
73
/\ O »
30— 71

73—

FIG. 2



U.S. Patent

Jul. 5, 2016 Sheet 3 of 5
21,41
Q ~22
74l
O ~23
30\\_/“‘
T I T~1_~-72
74-L ]
omR®
30\\/4_\ L1722
T4l

FIG. 3

US 9,386,229 B2



U.S. Patent Jul. 5, 2016 Sheet 4 of 5 US 9,386,229 B2

( I G ﬁ
-~ 8 =
91
T T
A 4 (B) 42
30 30
( (
A N
2 l
(C) 43 (D) 44

FIG. 4



U.S. Patent Jul. 5, 2016 Sheet 5 of 5 US 9,386,229 B2

Receiving the first wide field of view image and the first narrow
field of view image, and determining the to-be-traced object 30 Sl
therefrom

!

Selecting the first output image from the first wide field of view

image and the first narrow field of view image, and using an area |, g2

size of the to-be-traced object in the first output image as the
reference area

!

Receiving the second wide field of view tmage and the second
narrow field of view image. and comparing the reference area with
the wide field of view area size of the to-be-traced object m the 1
- HE v oae P ~S3
second wide field of view image and the narrow field of view area
size of the to-be-traced object in the second narrow field of view
image respectively

l

When the wide field of view area size is closer to the reference
area, zooming and deforming the second wide field of view image
according to a ratio of the wide field of view areasize tothe | g4
reference area, as well as zooming and deforming the
corresponding area in the second narrow field of view image with
respect to the wide field of view area size

When the narrow field of view area size is closer to the reference
area, zooming and deforming the second narrow field of view
image according to a ratio of the narrow field of view area size to | _g35
the reference area. as well as zooming and deforming the
corresponding area in the second wide field of view image with
respect to the narrow field of view corresponding area

!

Fusing the zoomed and deformed second wide field of view image
and the corresponding view in the second narrow field of view
image, or the zoomed and deformed second narrow field of view (S0
image and the corresponding area in the second wide field of view
1mage to generate the second output tmage

FIG 5



US 9,386,229 B2

1
IMAGE PROCESSING SYSTEM AND
METHOD FOR OBJECT-TRACING

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application claims priority from Taiwan Patent Appli-
cation No. 103135120, filed on Oct. 9, 2014, in the Taiwan
Intellectual Property Office, the content of which are hereby
incorporated by reference in their entirety for all purposes.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION

1. Field of the Invention

The present invention relates to an image processing sys-
tem and a method for object-tracing, in particular with respect
to an image processing system and a method for object-
tracing by means of an imaging device using twin lens.

2. Description of the Related Art

When using electronic device having lenses, such as cam-
era or smartphone to capture images of scenes, the captured
images may include a main image (i.e. figure) and a back-
ground image (i.e. street view). If it wants to maintain size of
the main image whilst show the diverse background images
clearly, functions of the existing cameras and smartphones
are not capable of effectively accomplishing the effect yet.

The shooting method, which keeps size of the main image
being constant, is commonly seen in scenes of films. It makes
use of zoom lens to change distance between lens and primary
objects when shooting so as to only change the background
image but size of the main object in the scene is maintained.

However, it is not easy to shoot the films with the effect by
a photographer with a cell phone since he has to keep moving
and zooming images simultaneously.

SUMMARY OF THE INVENTION

In as much as the preceding technical problems, one pur-
pose of the present invention is to use device having twin lens
to provide an image processing system and a method for
object-tracing.

In view of the aforementioned technical problems, the
other purpose of the present invention is to provide an image
processing system and a method for object-tracing which
enable a user maintaining size of the image in scene and
keeping changing the background image while shooting films
s0 as to promote the richness and interest of photographing.

According to the preceding purposes, the present invention
is to provide an image processing method for object-tracing
which may include: (a) receiving a first wide field of view
image and a first narrow field of view image, and determining
a to-be-traced object therefrom; (b) choosing a first output
image from the first wide field of view image and the first
narrow field of view image, and using an area size of the
to-be-traced object in the first output image as a reference
area; (c) receiving a second wide field of view image and a
second narrow field of view image, and comparing the refer-
ence area with a wide field of view area size of the to-be-
traced object in the second wide field of view image and a
narrow field of view area size of the to-be-traced object in the
second narrow field of view image respectively; (d) when the
wide field of view area size is closer to the reference area,
zooming and deforming the second wide field of view image
according to a ratio of the wide field of view area size to the
reference area, as well as zooming and deforming a corre-
sponding area in the second narrow field of view image with
respectto the wide field of view area size; (¢) when the narrow
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field of view area size is closer to the reference area, zooming
and deforming the second narrow field of view image accord-
ing to a ratio of the narrow field of view area size to the
reference area, as well as zooming and deforming a corre-
sponding area in the second wide field of view image with
respect to the narrow field of view area size; and (f) fusing the
zoomed and deformed second wide field of view image and
the corresponding area in the narrow field of view, or the
zoomed and deformed second narrow field of view image and
the corresponding area in the wide field of view to generate a
second output image.

Preferably, the first wide field of view image and the second
wide field of view image may be continuously captured by a
wide-angle imaging lens, the first narrow field of view image
and the second narrow field of view image may be continu-
ously captured by a narrow-angle imaging lens, the wide-
angle imaging lens and the narrow-angle imaging lens may be
mounted on an imaging device, the first output image and the
second output image may be continuous images stored in the
imaging device when the imaging device may be at video
recording mode, or continuous images displayed on a screen
of the imaging device when the imaging device may be at
preview mode.

Preferably, continuous images may demonstrate that the
size of the to-be-traced object may be substantially
unchanged, but scenes excluding the to-be-traced object may
have zoomed in/out effect.

Preferably, a ratio of the wide field of view area to the
reference area and a ratio of the narrow field of view area to
the reference area are obtained respectively, and the one
which is more proximate to 1 is regarded to be closer to the
reference area.

Preferably, one of the wide field of view image and the
narrow field of view image which possesses more image
features of the to-be-traced object may be regarded to be
closer to the reference area.

According to the preceding purpose, the present invention
further provides an image processing system for object-trac-
ing which may include: a first lens module configured to
respectively capture a first wide field of view image and a
second wide field of view image; a second lens module con-
figured to respectively capture a first narrow field of view
image and a second narrow field of view image; an object-
tracing selection unit coupled to the first lens module and the
second lens module and configured to determine a to-be-
traced object from the first wide field of view image and the
first narrow field of view image; a tracing-feature extraction
unit coupled to the object-tracing selection unit configured to
extract a plurality of first image features of the to-be-traced
object; an object-tracing unit coupled to the first lens module,
the second lens module, the object-tracing selection unit and
the tracing-feature extraction unit and configured to trace the
to-be-traced object in the first wide field of view image, the
second wide field of view image, the first narrow field of view
image and the second narrow field of view image according to
the plurality of first image features respectively, and deter-
mine a wide field of view area size of the to-be-traced object
in the second wide field of view image and a narrow field of
view area size of the to-be-traced object in the second narrow
field of view image; a feature extraction unit coupled to the
object-tracing unit and configured to extract plurality of
image features in the second wide field of view image and the
second narrow field of view image respectively so as to deter-
mine an corresponding area of the second wide field of view
image and the second narrow field of view image; an image
zooming and distortion unit coupled to the feature extraction
unit and configured to select a first output image from the first
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wide field of view image and the first narrow field of view
image, and determine an area size ofthe to-be-traced objectin
the first output image as a reference area, and comparing the
reference area with the wide field of view area size and the
narrow field of view area size; wherein when the image zoom-
ing and distortion unit determines that the wide field of view
area size is closer to the reference area, the image zooming
and distortion unit zooms and deforms the second wide field
of view image according to a ratio of the wide field of view
area size to the reference area, as well as zooms and deforms
a corresponding area in the second narrow field of view image
with respect to the wide field of view area size; when the
image zooming and distortion unit determines that the narrow
field of view area size is closer to the reference area, the image
zooming and distortion unit zooms and deforms the second
narrow field of view according to a ratio of the narrow field of
view area size to the reference area, as well as zooms and
deforms a corresponding area in the second wide field of view
image with respect to the narrow field of view area size; and
an image fusing unit coupled to the image zooming and
distortion unit and configured to fuse the zoomed or deformed
second wide field of view image and the corresponding area
in the second narrow field of view image, or the zoomed or
deformed second narrow field of view image and the corre-
sponding area in the wide field of view image to generate a
second output image.

Preferably, a ratio of the wide field of view area to the
reference area and a ratio of the narrow field of view area to
the reference area are obtained respectively, and the one
which is more proximate to 1 is regarded to be closer to the
reference area.

Preferably, a ratio of the wide field of view area to the
reference area and a ratio of the narrow field of view area to
the reference area are obtained respectively, and the one
which is more proximate to 1 is regarded to be closer to the
reference area.

Preferably, the image zooming and distortion unit may
predetermine a ratio threshold value and when the image
zooming and distortion unit determines that the wide field of
view area size is closer to the reference area and a ratio of the
wide field of view area size to the reference area is larger than
the ratio threshold value, the second wide field of view image
may be zoomed in and deformed.

Preferably, the image zooming and distortion unit may
predetermine a ratio threshold value and when the image
zooming and distortion unit determines that the narrow field
of view area size is closer to the reference area and a ratio of
the narrow field of view area size and the reference area is
larger than the ratio threshold value, the second narrow field
of view image may be zoomed out and deformed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention will be
described in detail with reference to the accompanying draw-
ings so that those skilled in the art to which the present
invention pertains can realize the present invention, wherein:

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of an embodiment of an image
processing system for object-tracing according to the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a first schematic diagram of an embodiment of an
image processing system for object-tracing according to the
present invention.

FIG. 3 is a second schematic diagram of an embodiment of
an image processing system for object-tracing according to
the present invention.
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FIG. 4 is a third schematic diagram of an embodiment of an
image processing system for object-tracing according to the
present invention.

FIG. 5 is a flow chart of an embodiment of an image
processing method for object-tracing according to the present
invention.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

As used herein, the term “and/or” includes any and all
combinations of one or more of the associated listed items.
Expressions such as “at least one of,” when preceding a list of
elements, modify the entire list of elements and do not modify
the individual elements of the list.

Please refer to FIGS. 1, 2 and 3 which are respectively a
block diagram, first schematic diagram and second schematic
diagram of an embodiment of an image processing system for
object-tracing according to the present invention. In FIG. 1,
the image processing system for object-tracing may include a
first lens module 10, a second lens module 20, an object-
tracing selection unit 40 coupling to the first lens module 10
and the second lens module 20, a tracing-feature extraction
unit 50 coupling to the object-tracing selection unit 40, an
object-tracing unit 51 coupling to the first lens module 10, the
second lens module 20, the object-tracing selection unit 40
and the tracing-feature extraction unit 50, a feature extraction
unit 70 coupling to the object-tracing unit 51, an image zoom-
ing and distortion unit 80 coupling to the feature extraction
unit 70, an image fusing unit 90 coupling to the image zoom-
ing and distortion unit 80 and a display unit 93 coupling to the
coupled to the image zooming and distortion unit 80. The
image processing system for object-tracing according to the
present invention may be operated on an imaging device 60;
the first lens module 10 and the second lens module 20 may be
mounted at the same side of the imaging device 60 and may be
guided toward the same direction.

The object-tracing selection unit 40, the tracing-feature
extraction unit 50, the object-tracing unit 51, the feature
extraction unit 70, the image zooming and distortion unit 80,
and the image fusing unit 90 may be the processing units
embedded in the imaging device 60 and may be executed by
software way. For example, the object-tracing selection unit
40, the tracing-feature extraction unit 50, the object-tracing
unit 51, the feature extraction unit 70, the image zooming and
distortion unit 80, and the image fusing unit 90 respectively
may belong to the executable program codes of the process-
ing units; or they may be executed by hardware way. The
object-tracing selection unit 40, the tracing-feature extraction
unit 50, the object-tracing unit 51, the feature extraction unit
70, the image zooming and distortion unit 80, and the image
fusing unit 90 may be the specific circuits inside the process-
ing units. The processing units may be a CPU or a MCU. The
executable program code of the processing units may be store
in HD, RAM or ROM.

The first lens module 10 and the second lens module 20
respectively may have diverse focal length. For example, in
the present embodiment, the first lens module 10 may be a
wide-angle lens and the second lens module 20 may be a long
focal-length lens. Wherein, the first lens module 10 respec-
tively may capture a plurality of wide field of view images,
11, 12,13, and 14 as shown in FIG. 2. The second lens module
20 may respectively capture a plurality of narrow field of view
images, 21, 22, 23, and 24 as shown in FIG. 3. As FIG. 2
shows, field of view captured by the first lens module 10 may
be larger than that captured by the second lens module 20, and
sizes of the wide field of view images 11, 12, 13, 14 of the
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same object shown in FIG. 2 may be smaller than that of the
narrow field of view images 21, 22, 23, 24 shown in FIG. 3.

The object-tracing selection unit 40 may determine the
to-be-traced object 30 from a first wide field of view image 11
and/or a first narrow field of view image 21. In practice, the
object-tracing selection unit 40 may identify the interesting
object which coexists in the first wide field of view image 11
and the first narrow field of view image 21 according to at
least one image feature, such as person’s face, body or spe-
cific object. Following, the object-tracing selection unit 40
may automatically determine the to-be-traced object 30 from
multiple interesting objects; or the object-tracing selection
unit 40 may determine the to-be-traced object 30 from the
multiple interesting objects according to the command sent
by an input unit 81, that is, a user may use the inputunit 81 to
select the to-be-traced object 30.

In addition, the user can further use the input unit 81 to
input display size of the to-be-traced object 30 shown on the
display unit 93.

Following, when the to-be-traced object 30 is determined,
the tracing-feature extraction unit 50 may extract a plurality
of image features 32 of the to-be-traced object 30, and the
plurality of image features 32 may trace the to-be-traced
object 30 in the follow-up images.

The object-tracing unit 51 may trace the to-be-traced
object 30 in the images respectively inputted by the first lens
module 10 and the second lens module 20 according to the
plurality of first image feature 32 provided by the tracing-
feature extraction unit 50. For example, the object-tracing
unit 51 can determine a wide field of view area size 71 of the
to-be-traced object 30 in the a plurality of second wide field of
view images according to the plurality of first image features
32 provided by the tracing-feature extraction unit 50, that is,
the area where the to-be-traced object 30 may be; and may
determine a narrow field of view area size 72 of the to-be-
traced object 30 in the plurality of narrow field of view
images, namely, the area where the to-be-traced object 30
may be.

The feature extraction unit 70 may extract a plurality of
image features through the images inputted by the first lens
module 10 and the second lens module 20, and the plurality of
image features may belong to the image features of the
images which the first lens module 10 and the second lens
module 20 may include in common, and may be used to
compare the corresponding areas respectively in the wide
field of view image of the first lens module 10 and in the
narrow field of view image of the second lens module 20.

The image zooming and distortion unit 80 may select the
wide field of view image of the first lens module 10 or the
narrow field of view of the second lens module 20 as a first
output image 41 according to display size of the to-be-traced
object 30 provided by the input unit 81 or set by the system,
and the area size of the to-be-traced object 30 in the first
output image 41 may be served as a reference area 82. Next,
in the follow-up shot images, the image zooming and distor-
tion unit 80 may compare the reference area 82 with the wide
field of view area size 71 and the narrow field of view area size
72. When the image zooming and distortion unit 80 deter-
mines that the wide field of view area size 71 is closer to the
reference area 82, it may zoom and deform the second wide
field of view images 12, 13, 14 according to a relative ratio of
the wide field of view area size 71 and the reference area 82,
as well as respectively zoom and deform a correspond area 74
in the second field of view images 22, 23, 24 with respect to
the wide field of view area size, and the zoomed and/or
deformed second wide field of view images 12, 13, 14 and the
corresponding area 74 may be fused in the image fusing unit
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90 to generate three continuous second output images 25. On
the other hand, wherein when the image zooming and distor-
tion unit 80 determines the narrow field of view area size 72
is closer to the reference area 82, it may respectively zoom
and deform the second narrow field of view images 22, 23, 24
according to a relative ratio of the narrow field of view area
size 72 and the reference area 82, as well as zoom and deform
the corresponding area 73 in the second wide field of view
images 12, 13, 14 with respect to the narrow field of view area
size 72. Similarly, the zoomed and/or deformed second nar-
row field of view images 22, 23, 24 and the corresponding
area 73 may be fused in the image fusing unit 90 to generate
three continuous second output images 25 as an output.

What needs to be addressed here is that the first lens mod-
ule 10 and the second lens module 20 may be configured to
image multiple images continuously, so, the plurality of
images outputted to the display unit 93 via the preceding
process may constitute a video image. As a result, the imaging
device 60 of the present invention may be used to output a
video image having a constant main image (to-be-traced
object 30).

Please refer to FIGS. 2, 3 and 4 which are first to third
schematic diagrams of an embodiment of an image process-
ing system for object-tracing according to the present inven-
tion, and the explanation of FIG. 1 together. Firstly, the
object-tracing selection unit 40 may determine the to-be-
traced object 30 in the first wide field of view image 11 shown
in FIG. 2 and the first narrow field of view image 21 shown in
FIG. 3, and the image zooming and distortion unit 80 may
determine using the first wide field of view image 11 or the
first narrow field of view image 21 as the first output image 41,
and the area size of the to-be-traced object 30 in the first
output image 41 may be used as the reference area 82. The
present embodiment may take the first narrow field of view
image 21 as the first output image 41 for example.

Next, the tracing-feature extraction unit 50 may extract the
plurality of image features 32 of the to-to-traced object 30
from the first wide field of view image 11 shown in FIG. 2 and
from the first narrow field of view image 21 shown in FIG. 3.
The object-tracing unit 51 may trace the to-to-traced object
30 respectively in the second wide field of view images 12,
13, 14 shown in FIG. 2 and the second narrow field of view
images 22, 23, 24 shown in FIG. 3 according to the plurality
of first image features 32 provided by the tracing-feature
extraction unit 50. For example, the object-tracing unit 51
may determine the wide field of view area size 71 in the
plurality of second wide field of view images 12, 13, 14
according to the plurality of first image features 32 provided
by the tracing-feature extraction unit 50, namely, the area
where the to-to-traced object 30 may be; and may determine
the narrow field of view area size 72 in the plurality of narrow
field of view images 22, 23, 24, that is, the area where the
to-to-traced object 30 may be.

Following, the feature extraction unit 70 may trace the
plurality of image features in the plurality of second wide
field of view images 12, 13, 14 and the plurality of narrow
field of view images 22, 23, 24. The plurality of image fea-
tures may be the image feature which the first lens module 10
and the second lens module 20 may include in common for
comparing the corresponding areas 73, 74 in the wide field of
view image of the first lens module 10 and the narrow field of
view image of the second lens module 20. The goal is to
determine the areas of the second narrow field of view images
22, 23, 24 which may respectively correspond with the sec-
ond wide field of view images 12, 13, 14.

Furthermore, the image zooming and distortion unit 80
may compare the reference area 82 with the wide field of view
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area size 71 and the narrow field of view area size 72 to
determine which size may be closer to the reference size 82.
Inpractice, the image zooming and distortion unit 80 may use
the sizes of these areas and that of the reference area 82 as the
comparison. For example, a ratio of the wide field of view
area 71 to the reference area 82 and a ratio of the narrow field
of view area 72 to the reference area 82 are obtained respec-
tively, and the one which is more proximate to 1 is regarded to
be closer to the reference area 82. For instance, area size of the
to-be-traced object 30 in the narrow field of view area size 72
may be a multiple of 1.2 of the reference area 82, and area size
of'theto-be-traced object 30 in the wide field of view area size
71 may be a multiple of 0.95 of the reference area 82. 0.95
may be closer to 1 than 1.2, and thus the image zooming and
distortion unit 80 uses the second wide field of view image 12
as the main image for serving as the follow-up associative
processing.

Alternatively, the image zooming and distortion unit 80
may use amount of image features in these areas and that in
the reference area 82 as the comparison. For example, when
the first lens module 10 and the second lens module 20 are
close toward the to-be-shot object, a part of the object in the
second narrow field of view image 22 may not be captured as
frame-out, that is, indicating that certain image features may
be not shown in the image and the zooming and distortion unit
80 therefore doesn’t fit into this type of follow-up process to
these images. As a result, the image zooming and distortion
unit 80 may select the amount of image features that may be
close to the reference area 80 as the follow-up process.

The preceding contents take size of image area or amount
of' image feature as examples, but the present invention shall
not be subjectto this restriction. In addition, usage of area size
or amount of image feature can be a hybrid application.

When the image zooming and distortion unit 80 determines
that the to-be-traced object 30 in the narrow field of view area
size 72 of the second narrow field of view image 22 is closer
to the reference area 82, the image zooming and distortion
unit 80 may zoom and deform the second narrow field of view
image 22 according to a relative ratio of the narrow field of
view area size 72 and the reference area 82, as well as zoom
and deform the corresponding area 73 in the second wide field
of'view image 12 with respect to the narrow field of view area
size 72; to the contrary, if the to-be-traced object 30 in the
wide field of view area size 71 of the second wide field of view
image 12 is closer to the reference area 82, the image zooming
and distortion unit 80 may zoom and deform the second wide
field of view 12 according to a relative ratio of the wide field
of view area size 71 and reference area 82, as well as zoom
and deform the corresponding area 74 in the second narrow
field of view image 22 with respect to the wide field of view
area size 71.

Finally, the image fusing unit 90 may fuse the zoomed
and/or deformed second narrow field of view image 22 and
the corresponding area 73 to generate a second output image
25, and the second output image 25 may demonstrate that the
size of the to-be-traced object 30 may be unchanged substan-
tially, but the scene excluding the to-be-traced object 30 may
have zooming effect.

Moreover, FIGS. 2 and 3 simulate the imaging device 60
approaching to the to-be-traced object 30 gradually. The sizes
of the to-be-traced object 30 in the original first narrow field
of' view image 21, the second narrow field of view images 22,
23, 24, the first wide field of view image 11 and the second
wide field of view images 12, 13, 14 may become larger
gradually, and the wide field of view images may have all the
objects shown in the narrow field of view images. In FIG. 4A,
the first output image 41 may be generated from the first
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narrow field of view image 21, and FIGS. 4B and 4C respec-
tively demonstrate the different second output images 42, 43,
and the second output image 42 may be a combined image of
the zoomed-out second narrow field of view image 22 (dotted
line frames 92 indicate range of the zoomed-out second nar-
row field of view image 22, and a supplemented area 91 may
beused to fill the gap between the second output image 42 and
the zoomed-out second narrow field of view image 22) and
the wide field of view corresponding area 73 of the second
wide field of view image 12. In the FIG. 4C, the second output
image 43 may be generated by fusing the zoomed and
deformed second wide field of view image 13 and the narrow
field of view corresponding area (not shown in FIGS.) of the
second narrow field of view image 23; at this moment, other
than the to-be-traced object 30, a triangle object also can be
seen in the background of the second output image 43. It can
be found through FIGS. 4B and 4C that the to-be-traced
object 30 may have little change in its size, but a larger
difference in scene thereof.

Furthermore, as FIG. 4D shows, if the wide field of view
area size 71 of'the second wide field of view image 13 is closer
to the size of the reference area 82, the second wide field of
view 13 may be zoomed and deformed according to a ratio of
the wide field of view area size 71 and the reference area 82;
if the user desires to zoom in the second output image 44 by
amultiple of 1.5, the corresponding area (not shown in FIGS.)
in the second narrow field of view 23 corresponding to the
wide field of view area size 71 may be simultaneously
zoomed into the corresponding size, i.e. amultiple of 1.5, and
the zoomed-in narrow field of view corresponding area and
the second wide field of view image 13 may be fused to boost
the entire image quality which is zoomed-in by a multiple of
1.5 of the second output image 44.

In practice, the image zooming and distortion unit 80 may
predetermine a ratio threshold value, and when the image
zooming and distortion unit 80 determines that the wide field
of'view areasize 71 of the to-be-traced object 30 in the second
wide field of view image 12 is closer to the reference area 82
and a ratio of the wide field of view area size 71 to the
reference area 82 is smaller than the ratio threshold value, the
second wide field of view image 12 and the second narrow
field of view image 22 may be fused to generate the first
output image 41 and then the follow-up image process may be
executed.

Please refer to FIG. 5 which is a flow chart of an embodi-
ment of an image processing method for object-tracing
according to the present invention. Please refer to FIG. 1
together; the image processing method for object-tracing may
include the following steps.

In step S1, receiving the first wide field of view image 11
and the first narrow field of view image 21, and determining
the to-be-traced object 30 therefrom.

In step S2, selecting the first output image 41 from the first
wide field of view image 11 and the first narrow field of view
image 21, and using an area size of the to-be-traced object 30
in the first output image 41 as the reference area 82.

In step S3, receiving the second wide field of view image
12 and the second narrow field of view image 22, and com-
paring the reference area 82 with the wide field of view area
size 71 of the to-be-traced object 30 in the second wide field
of' view image 12 and the narrow field of view area size 72 of
the to-be-traced object 30 in the second narrow field of view
image 22 respectively.

In step S4, when the wide field of view area size 71 is closer
to the reference area 82, zooming and deforming the second
wide field of view image 12 according to a ratio of the wide
field of view area size 71 to the reference area 82, as well as
zooming and deforming the corresponding area 74 in the
second narrow field of view image 22 with respect to the wide
field of view area size 71.
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In step S5, when the narrow field of view area size 72 is
closer to the reference area 82, zooming and deforming the
second narrow field of view image 22 according to a ratio of
the narrow field of view area size 72 to the reference area 82,
as well as zooming and deforming the corresponding area 73
in the second wide field of view image 12 with respect to the
narrow field of view corresponding area 72.

In step S6, fusing the zoomed and deformed second wide
field of view image 12 and the corresponding view 74 in the
second narrow field of view image 22, or the zoomed and
deformed second narrow field of view image 22 and the
corresponding area 73 in the second wide field of view image
12 to generate the second output image 25.

The first wide field of view image 11 and the second wide
field of view image 12 may be continuously captured by a
wide-angle imaging lens, the first narrow field of view image
21 and the second narrow field of view image 22 may be
continuously captured by a narrow-angle imaging lens, the
wide-angle imaging lens and the narrow-angle imaging lens
may be mounted on the imaging device 60, and the second
output image 25 may be continuous images stored in the
imaging device 60 when the imaging device 60 is at video
recording mode, or continuous images displayed on a screen
of the imaging device 60 when the imaging device 60 is at
preview mode.

The continuous images may demonstrate that the size of
the to-be-traced object 30 is unchanged substantially, but the
scene excluding the to-be-traced object 30 per se may have
zooming effect.

Wherein, a ratio of the wide field of view area 71 to the
reference area 82 and a ratio of the narrow field of view area
72 to the reference area 82 are obtained respectively, and the
one which is more proximate to 1 is regarded to be closer to
the reference area 82.

One of the wide field of view image and the narrow field of
view image which possesses more image features of the to-
be-traced object 30 is regarded to be closer to the reference
area 82.

Additionally, in practice, it can predetermine a ratio thresh-
old value, and in the step S4, when the to-be-traced object 30
in the wide field of view area size 71 is closer to the reference
area 82 and a ratio of the to-be-traced object 30 in the wide
field of view area size 71 to the reference area 82 may be
larger than the ratio threshold value, and the second wide field
of view image 12 may be zoomed in and deformed.

In step S5, when the area size of the to-be-traced object 30
in the second narrow field of view image 22 is closer to the
reference area 82 and a ratio of the area size of the to-be-
traced object 30 in the second narrow field of view image 22
to the reference area 82 is larger than the ratio threshold value,
the second narrow field of view image 22 may be zoomed out
and deformed.

While the means of specific embodiments in present inven-
tion has been described by reference drawings, numerous
modifications and variations could be made thereto by those
skilled in the art without departing from the scope and spirit of
the invention set forth in the claims. The modifications and
variations should in a range limited by the specification of the
present invention.

What is claimed is:

1. An image processing method for object-tracing, com-
prising:

(a) receiving a first wide field of view image and a first
narrow field of view image, and determining a to-be-
traced object therefrom;

(b) choosing a first output image from the first wide field of
view image and the first narrow field of view image, and
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using an area size of the to-be-traced object in the first
output image as a reference area;

(c) receiving a second wide field of view image and a
second narrow field of view image, and comparing the
reference area with a wide field of view area size of the
to-be-traced object in the second wide field of view
image and a narrow field of view area size of the to-be-
traced object in the second narrow field of view image
respectively;

(d) when the wide field of view area size is closer to the
reference area, zooming and deforming the second wide
field of view image according to a ratio of the wide field
of view area size to the reference area, as well as zoom-
ing and deforming a corresponding area in the second
narrow field of view image with respect to the wide field
of view area size;

(e) when the narrow field of view area size is closer to the
reference area, zooming and deforming the second nar-
row field of view image according to a ratio of the
narrow field of view area size to the reference area, as
well as zooming and deforming corresponding area in
the second wide field of vie image with respect to the
narrow field of view area size; and

(®) fusing the zoomed and deformed second wide field of
view image and the corresponding area in the narrow
field of view, or the zoomed and deformed second nar-
row field of view image and the corresponding area in
the wide field of view to generate a second outputimage.

2. The method of claim 1, wherein the first wide field of
view image and the second wide field of view image are
continuously captured by a wide-angle imaging lens, the first
narrow field of view image and the second narrow field of
view image are continuously captured by a narrow-angle
imaging lens, the wide-angle imaging lens and the narrow-
angle imaging lens are mounted on an imaging device, the
first output image and the second output image are continuous
images stored in the imaging device when the imaging device
is at video-recording mode, or continuous images displayed
on a screen of the imaging device when the imaging device is
at preview mode.

3. The method of claim 1, wherein a ratio of the wide field
of view area to the reference area and a ratio of the narrow
field of view area to the reference area are obtained respec-
tively, and the one which is more proximate to 1 is regarded to
be closer to the reference area.

4. The method of claim 1, wherein one of the wide field of
view image and the narrow field of view image which pos-
sesses more image features of the to-be-traced object is
regarded to be closer to the reference area.

5. Animage processing system for object-tracing, compris-
ing:

afirstlens module, configured to respectively capture a first
wide field of view image and a second wide field of view
image;

a second lens module, configured to respectively capture a
first narrow field of view image and a second narrow
field of view image;

an object-tracing selection unit, coupled to the first lens
module and the second lens module and configured to
determine a to-be-traced object from the first wide field
of view image and the first narrow field of view image;

a tracing-feature extraction unit, coupled to the object-
tracing selection unit and configured to extract a plural-
ity of first image features of the to-be-traced object;

an object-tracing unit, coupled to the first lens module, the
second lens module, the object-tracing selection unit
and the tracing-feature extraction unit and configured to
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trace the to-be-traced object in the first wide field of view
image, the second wide field of view image, the first
narrow field of view image and the second narrow field
of view image according to the plurality of first image
features respectively, and determine a wide field of view
area size of the to-be-traced object in the second wide
field of view image and a narrow field of view area size
of the to-be-traced object in the second narrow field of
view image;

a feature extraction unit, coupled to the object-tracing unit
and configured to extract plurality of image features in
the second wide field of view image and the second
narrow field of view image respectively so as to deter-
mine an corresponding area of the second wide field of
view image and the second narrow field of view image;

an image zooming and distortion unit, coupled to the fea-
ture extraction unit and configured to select a first output
image from the first wide field of view image and the first
narrow field of view image, and determine an area size of
the to-be-traced object in the first output image as a
reference area, and comparing the reference area with
the wide field of view area size and the narrow field of
view area size; wherein when the image zooming and
distortion unit determines that the wide field of view area
size is closer to the reference area, the image zooming
and distortion unit zooms and deforms the second wide
field of view image according to a ratio of the wide field
of view area size to the reference area, as well as zooms
and deforms a corresponding area in the second narrow
field of view image with respect to the wide field of view
area size; when the image zooming and distortion unit
determines that the narrow field of view area size is
closer to the reference area, the image zooming and
distortion unit zooms and deforms the second narrow
field of view according to a ratio of the narrow field of
view area size to the reference area, as well as zooms and
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deforms a corresponding area in the second wide field of
view image with respect to the narrow field of view area
size; and

an image fusing unit, coupled to the image zooming and

distortion unit and configured to fuse the zoomed, or
deformed second wide field of view image and the cor-
responding area in the second narrow field of view
image or the zoomed or deformed second narrow field of
view image and the corresponding area in the wide field
of view image to generate a second output.

6. The image processing system of claim 5, wherein a ratio
of the wide field of view area to the reference area and a ratio
of the narrow field of view area to the reference area are
obtained respectively, and the one which is more proximate to
1 is regarded to be closer to the reference area.

7. The image processing system of claim 5, wherein one of
the wide field of view image and the narrow field of view
image which possesses more image features of the to-be-
traced object is regarded to be closer to the reference area.

8. The image processing system of claim 5, wherein the
image zooming and distortion unit predetermines a ratio
threshold value and when the image zooming and distortion
unit determines that the wide field of view area size is closer
to the reference area and a ratio of the wide field of view area
size to the reference area is larger than the ratio threshold
value, the second wide field of view image is zoomed in and
deformed.

9. The image processing system of claim 5, wherein the
image zooming and distortion unit predetermines a ratio
threshold value and when the image zooming and distortion
unit determines that the narrow field of view area size is closer
to the reference area and a ratio of the narrow field of view
area size to the reference area is larger than the ratio threshold
value, the second narrow field of view image is zoomed out
and deformed.



